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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 052867 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PINT, PINR, MI 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BANDA'S CONCERN OVER ALLEGED SUBVERSION 

REF: BLANTYRE 0299 

1) REFTEL OFFERS VALUABLE COMMENTARY ON CONDITIONS IN 
MALAWI AND IS MUCH APPRECIATED. DEPT. SHARES POST'S 
CONCERN WITH GROWING REPRESSIVE ATMOSPHERE IN MALAWI. 

2) RE HYPOTHESES PUT FORWARD PARA 3 REFTEL, WE WONDER 
WHETHER ALL MIGHT NOT BE OPERATIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, BANDA 
MAY STRONGLY FEAR LATENT SUBVERSION BUT KNOWS IT DOES NOT 
PRESENTLY EXIST TO THE EXTENT HE CLAIMS; HOWEVER, MUWALO 
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EXTENT OF PRESENT DISSATISFACTION. IN ANY CASE, WE CONCUR 
THAT NO SOLID EVIDENCE NOW FAVORS THIS OR ANY OF THE 
THREE INDIVIDUAL HYPOTHESES. 

3) RE SUGGESTION THAT DEPT. DISCUSS SITUATION WITH MINISTER 
GEORGE BANDA IN WASHINGTON, WE WILLING TO DO SO BUT ARE 
CONCERNED THAT (A) BANDA WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO BE FRANK WITH 
US AND (B) WHETHER HE TOES PARTY LINE OR NOT, WORD OF 
CONVERSATION MIGHT GET HIM IN SERIOUS TROUBLE WITH GOM IF 
IT LEAKED. WE THEREFORE INCLINED AGAINST RAISING SUBJECT 

WITH HIM AT THIS TIME BUT WILL ATTEMPT TO SOUND HIM OUT 
WHEN AUSPICOUS OPPORTUNITY ARISES. KISSINGER 
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